
Puget Sound Partnership
Policy Question P2 – What should we be doing?
Policy Approaches to Address Threats to Freshwater Resources



Primary threats to freshwater resources

• Current consumptive use of surface and 
groundwater

• Increased demand due to population growth
• Increased impervious surfaces 
• Modified stream channels and altered 

hydrology including:
– Disconnect between surface and groundwater.
– Reduced water storage in wetlands. 

• Loss of coastal water supply due to seawater 
intrusion

Climate Change will likely compound these 
threats



Suggested criteria to evaluate possible 
solutions: 

Solutions should:
• Link ecosystem elements for coordinated management
• Provide scientific basis for understanding and solving the problem/issue
• Result in long-term effectiveness 
• Be prioritized based on the urgency of the threat being addressed



Strategies for Moving Forward

1. Identify water needs or goals for the environment by watershed 
(WRIA).

2. Identify water needs or goals for people by watershed (WRIA) and
promote demand management.  

3. Assess the effects of climate change on water availability.
4. Protect instream flows (compliance and enforcement). 
5. Affirm the social, legal and policy framework for water 

management. 
6. Address policy linkages between Ecosystem elements.



Strategy 1:  Identify water needs or goals for the 
environment by watershed

• Establish instream flow in Puget Sound basins without flow rules

• Update older instream flow rules

• Identify flow targets for salmon and other aquatic species

• Assess adequacy of flows for estuarine and marine health

• Identify benchmarks for flow improvements – evaluate them!

• Implement basin flow protection and enhancement programs 
(PEPS) per the PS Salmon Recovery Plan



Strategy 2:  Identify water needs or goals for people by watershed 
- Promote demand management  

• Conduct a regionally consistent assessment of water use and 
future needs and availability.

• Promote sustainable water use practices through 
implementation of regulations and incentives that promote 
water use efficiency, use of reclaimed water and storage.

• Outreach and education to address human expectations about 
water use.  



Strategy 3: Assess the effects of climate change on 
water availability 

• Model climate impacts uniformly in the Puget Sound Basin

• Use model results to estimate regional and local impacts

• Develop strategies to address these impacts



Strategy 4: Protect instream flows 

• Develop water use 
compliance and 
enforcement plans in each 
Puget Sound watershed.

• Establish water masters 
for each watershed to 
ensure compliance

• Metering and reporting for 
80% of water use (by 
volume) in all watersheds.



Strategy 5: Affirm the social, legal and policy framework for water 
management 

• Develop a process to recognize federally reserved instream flow 
water rights that is acceptable to federal, Tribal, state and other 
water interests.

• Regulation of exempt wells by general permit.

• Amend the current water code to streamline the water rights 
adjudication process.

• Develop water supply management plans



Strategy 6: Address policy linkages between ecosystem elements 

• Develop a management program 
that effectively integrates land 
use planning, watershed 
planning, water quality planning, 
utility planning and species 
recovery planning. 

• Consider instream flow needs 
during planning and permitting 
for stormwater or reclaimed 
water infrastructure.



Discussion – We Need Your Input

• Have we accurately captured the principles 
that should be reflected in the strategies to 
address threats to Puget Sound? Are there 
other criteria we should consider?

• What is your immediate response to the 
recommendations?

• What else should we recommend?

• What are the key themes from this paper that 
need to be carried forward into the Action 
Agenda
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