Ecosystem Monitoring

Program (Draft, October 12, 2011)

D5. Implement a Coordinated, Integrated Ecosystem
Monitoring Program

The purpose of the Ecosystem Monitoring Program is to coordinated and integrate the work of existing
and future monitoring efforts to provide information necessary to determine whether investments to
protect and restore the health of Puget Sound are improving environmental conditions, and to inform
management decisions. The intent of the program is to communicate results transparently and
effectively to the public.

The monitoring program is structured to engage a broad range of partners via a Steering Committee and
a series of topical work groups, while relying on existing monitoring entities. The Program will leverage
existing monitoring programs to support data collection and management, analysis and reporting.
Existing monitoring efforts are the building blocks for a coordinated and integrated monitoring and
assessment program. The existing programs include the Puget Sound Assessment and Monitoring
Program (PSAMP), the Stormwater Monitoring Work Group, as well as other efforts of federal, state,
and local government, tribes, business, academia and citizen-science organizations.

Decision-making for monitoring is shared by multiple partners and involves the Partnership Science
Panel and Leadership Council. The Puget Sound Partnership agency coordinates the work of the
Monitoring Program (see PSP Section xx). More detail on the monitoring program can be found <link to
monitoring program website>.

The overall program is intended to increase coordination of monitoring of indicators, baseline studies,
and ecosystem monitoring activities, improved access to data, buy in and support for the program
among partners, improved science-policy dialogue about implications for Puget Sound recovery,
alignment of monitoring efforts with the goals, outcomes and actions in the Action Agenda, and better
decision-support among others.

ONGOING ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAMS

e The overall program needs to continue. This includes coordination and further development of
the program (see PSP section xx) and the work of the Steering Committee and Work Groups.

Near Term Action Proposals

e See the Partnership section as these actions are led by the Partnership agency.
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