FW: Comment on proposed PSP Agenda

From: Martha Neuman [martha.neuman@psp.wa.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2012 1:27 PM

To: actionagenda

Subject: FW: Comment on proposed PSP Agenda

On Feb 6, 2012, at 5:43 PM, "Jeanne McNeil" <director(@wsnla.org> wrote:

February 3, 2012

Puget Sound Partnership Leadership Council
C/0O Gerry O’Keefe, Director

PO Box 40900

Olympia, WA 98504

Director O’Keefe:

C1.4 - Landscaper Certification: By 2013, Ecology will work with the Washington Department of Agriculture, business
associations, and other stakeholders, to establish a landscaper certification program to promote environmentally
friendly landscape development and maintenance practices. The program would be designed to improve habitat and
water quality by reducing the use of pesticides containing toxic chemicals, reducing the use of fertilizers, reducing the
use of water for irrigation, reducing runoff from landscaped properties, and reducing emission form landscape
equipment.

As Executive director of the Washington State Nursery & Landscape Association (WSNLA), | would like to comment on
this section of the proposed Agenda. The WSNLA and Washington Association of Landscape Professionals (WALP)
have been collaborating with a genuine stakeholder group to develop a sustainable landscaper certification program
since summer of 2011. The selected advisory committee is drawn from professional practitioners, public employees,
educators, horticulturists, arborists, and growers who all have a strong interest in sustainable practices for the
industry. The group is currently analyzing several programs’ versions of best practices and evaluating them for use as
part of a Washington State set of guidelines. If the PSP is truly interested in developing this tool, the volunteer
professional group would welcome financial support to continue the administrative support being provided by a
contractor, Cascadia Consulting, with administrative help from the two lead associations.

Sincerely,

Jeanne McNeil, Esg., CPH

Executive Director

Washington StateNursery & Landscape Association (WSNLA)
34400 Pacific Hwy. S., Ste. 2

Federal Way, WA 98001

www.wsnla.org <http://www.wsnla.org>, director@wsnla.org

The purpose of the Washington State Nursery and Landscape Association
is to support the success of its members by serving, promoting, representing and educating the horticultural community of
Washington State.
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