PugetSoundPartnership

December 27, 2013

TO: [Stakeholder]
FROM: Kevin Anderson, EPA Coordinator
SUBIJECT: Agricultural Strategy Advisory Committee

The Puget Sound Partnership (PSP), with grant funding from EPA, is facilitating a process to develop a
Puget Sound Agriculture Strategy. The work is a near term action in the 2012 Puget Sound Action
Agenda, calls on PSP, in collaboration with the Washington departments of Agriculture and Ecology, the
Conservation Commission, and agricultural partners to develop a strategy that ‘will identify needs for
maintaining the health of the industry, and key areas where the agricultural industry can contribute to
the protection and restoration of Puget Sound’ (Puget Sound Action Agenda,
http://www.psp.wa.gov/action_agenda_2012-13.php). The Strategy will:

e build upon existing research, project examples and case studies

e be aliving document

e be developed in collaboration with Washington departments of Agriculture (WSDA) and
Ecology, the State Conservation Commission, and agricultural partners.

We would like you to serve on an Advisory Committee (AC) to help develop the Agriculture Strategy.
The first of four meetings of the AC is on February 6, 2014 from 10:00 to 3:00 at the City of Tacoma’s
TAGRO meeting room in Tacoma at 2201 Portland Ave, Gate 6 Tacoma, 98421." Directions and map
attached. Lunch will be provided.

At the first meeting, you will:

e learn more about why and how the Strategy is being developed,

e review some of the existing research/reports and case studies of programs that could be relied
upon in designing the Strategy’s framework,

e provide comments/suggestions for other possible programs to protect farming, farmlands and
water quality, and

e volunteer or suggest individual(s) who you would be comfortable with serving on a smaller Task
Group that would be available between meetings to provide feedback to the consultant.

1
See
http://www.cityoftacoma.org/government/city _departments/environmentalservices/tagro/tagro_prices_and_hours/
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This strategy will not address issues related to agricultural standards. The Washington Conservation
Commission is currently working with an advisory group to review options for moving forward with
these standards.

From your input at the February 6th meeting, the PSP will convene the Task Group. For background, the
ideal individual to serve on the Task Group a) has firsthand knowledge of farming in Washington State,
particularly in the Puget Sound region; b) is recognized for leadership in issues that require
collaboration on projects that focus on achieving multiple benefits; c) has access to and can represent,
other individuals in that constituency; and d) has experience with the technical (versus policy)
requirements of agriculture program development and Puget Sound restoration.

We will ask members of the Task Group to:
1. Attend a follow-up meetings on in early March and early April to

a. continue the review of case studies of programs that could be relied upon in designing
the Strategy’s framework;

b. agree on a method to select potential demonstration programs that would align with
the Strategy framework, and

c. collaborate on the development of a draft prioritization list of potential demonstration
programs.

2. Communicate with their peers, co-workers and/or constituent groups the results of Task Group
discussions and solicit opinions and suggestions for the strategy’s framework and final
prioritization list of demonstration programs.

3. Attend a meeting of the full Advisory Committee, in person or via conference call, in late April to
communicate opinions and suggestions gathered from (2) above, finalize the strategies to be
included in this first version of the Agriculture Strategy and make suggestions about the initial
accountability of the implementation of the strategy.

4. Attend and participate in a public workshop early in May Attend a final Advisory Committee
meeting in mid- June 2014 to review the feedback received at the public meeting and finalize
the Agriculture Strategy.

A professional facilitator, Lisa Dally-Wilson, will facilitate all of the meetings. In addition, technical
services are being provided to the agriculture partners by Jim Fox, Ph.D. and Susan Burke, Ph.D., both of
whom have considerable experience with agriculture policy development throughout the regional and in
other part of the country.

Please RSVP directly to Susan at Susan.Burke@Cardno.com by January 17, 2014, whether you will be

able to attend the first informational meeting on February 6, 2013. If we have not heard from you by
January 17, 2014, we will follow up directly via e-mail.

KA
Cc: Kelly Mclain, Puget Sound Land Use Policy Lead

Attachment: Map to TAGRO meeting room



