Deliberations of ECB Shorelines Protection Subcommittee to date
April 28, 2010

Background

The ECB Shorelines Protection Subcommittee met three times (3/19, 3/29, 4/15,
since the last ECB meeting. A meeting is also scheduled for May 4t. The
Subcommittee has worked to shape the topic of shoreline protection to support
directing toward the most protective outcome.

Problem and Purpose Statement

Problem: We have lost, and are continuing to lose, significant shoreline habitat and
the ecological functions needed for Puget Sound recovery. We have an opportunity
right now to reverse the loss through regulatory, policy, and.other means.

Purpose: The ECB Shoreline Protection Subcommittee’s‘purpose.is to bring back to
the ECB and the Leadership Council clear recommendations foraction to:
* Define and meet the no-net-loss objective as'a means to “stop the bleeding”
of our nearshore ecosystem function through regulatory clarity;
* Develop an integrated comprehensive strategy to stop the loss, and increase
the quantity and quality, of nearshore habitatand ecosystem functions.
* Propose actionable means to stop the loss, andiincrease the quantity and
quality, of nearshore habitat and-.ecosystem functions.

Recommendations
* Drift cells are an appropriate scaleat which to assess no-net-loss of
nearshore ecological function and to focus protection and restoration actions
* Adoptashort and long-term ecosystem-based goal for a properly function
condition thatis spatially-explicit and functionally measurable using the best
available technical information (e.g., Achieve 65 % of properly functioning
drift cellsor.some other appropriate measure(s) by 2020; and Achieve 85%
of properly functioning drift cells of some other appropriate measure(s) by
2050). Assess short andlong-term goals periodically (e.g. 5-year interval).
* Use the following tools/actions at both the state agency and local
government levels to achieve the goal, sequenced in the following way:
o Near-term:
®= Regulatory updates/improvements (enforcement, incentives,
strengthen permit conditions, and eliminate exemptions) to be
consistent with our drift cell approach.
= Information and resource tools (e.g. PSNERP and AquaScape
databases).
= Continue refinement of our understanding of the operational
meaning of “no netloss” of shoreline functions
= Policy direction to stop loss of shoreline ecosystem functions
= Policy direction to establish a net increase in shoreline
ecosystem functions.
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Establish minimum standards necessary to implement
regulatory programs.

Develop BMP’s for actions that may affect ecosystem function
of these drift cells to minimize impacts where allowable.

o Long-term:

Align regulations with goals for recovering ecological function
Develop and implement incentives (e.g. restoration program
for shoreline property owners).

Identify opportunities and stable funding mechanisms to
implement, monitor, and enforce ordinances.



