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Today’s Presentation

Briefing on Floodplain Issues & Recommendations
Learn Status of PSP Early Actions

ECB Discussion — Feedback on Early Actions
and Next Steps



What is the Urgency with Floodplains Issues?

Chehalis Flood - 2007



plains provide services
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Action Agenda and Floodplains

* |Includes a few floodplain focused actions, e.g.,:
— Implement salmon recovery projects
— Prevent further floodplain development

— Reconcile levee vegetation standards with recovery
needs

* Does not provide a vision for floodplains in a
recovered Puget Sound, or a path to that end



FEMA’s National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP)

National Marine Fisheries Service BiOp:

NFIP Jeopardizes the Continued Existence of
Salmon, Steelhead, and Orca Whales in Puget

Sound

Result:

* Local Governments wanting flood insurance
will need to change their flood regulations

* First deadline for action: September 22, 2010!



Army Corps Levee Vegetation Standards
Reverting to the Restrictive National Standard

Corps National Policy:

- Remove vegetation greater
than 1” diameter or levee
not eligible for program
funds

- potential levee
decertification issue?

But, ESA-Listed Salmon need
mature vegetation such as
trees, shrubs for habitat.



Floodplains in the News

“Leaky Green River dam abutment boosts
flood risk” - seattle Times, June 23, 2009

“FEMA: Monroe mobile homes in floodplain
must go.” Seattle Times, June 30, 2009



Climate Change Impacts Flood Risks

* Increasing
severity and
frequency of
floods and marine
storm surge.

* Changing the
location of
floodplains

Photo: AP Puyallup River 2008



Floodplain Project

v Go Get the Facts!

v’ Interview Stakeholders
v’ Summarize the Issues
v’ Prepare White Paper

v’ Propose Options for PSP
Roles and
Recommended Actions

Photo: Allison Aurand
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Who did we talk to?

Steve Landino, NMFS

Matt Longenbaugh, NMFS

Ken Berg, USFWS

Mona Thomason, US Army Corps
Jennifer Richman, US Army Corps
Steve Fink, U.S. Army Corps

Ken Brunner, U.S. Army Corps
Dan Katz, U.S. Army Corps

Mark Carey, FEMA Region 10
Mark Eberlein, FEMA Region 10
Larry Wasserman, Swinomish Tribe

Jim Weber, Northwest Indian Fisheries
Commission

Allison Butcher, Master Builders Assn.
Chris McCabe, Assn of Wash. Business

Megan White, WSDOT

Tom Clingman, DOE

Doug Peters, CTED

Carol Smith, WA Conservation Cmssn
Jan Hasselman, Earthjustice

Darcy Nonemacher, American Rivers

Dan Siemann, Nat’| Wildlife
Foundation

Patty Glick, Nat’l Wildlife Foundation
Cyrilla Cook, People for Puget Sound
Jeff Pavey, Cascade Land Conservancy

James Schroeder, The Nature
Conservancy

Paul Roberts, City of Everett
Dave Williams, AWC
Neil Aaland, WASAC

Randall Lewis, City of Tacoma
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People Disagree on the Use
of Floodplains and Marine Beaches

Protect and Restore

Floodplains filter water
pollution. Beaches are base
of the food chain for Sound.

Salmon recovery is urgent!

Tribal treaty rights are
impaired by habitat loss.

Private interests can’t
outweigh the public good.

Quit spending tax dollars on
a few private citizens who
rebuild in areas that flood.

Use and Profit

Floodplains are farmland.

Can’t take private property
without compensation.

Enough regulation. We are
doing plenty of restoration.

Significant investments
have been made - can’t be
removed.
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Issues in Floodplains

What’s Out there? Infrastructure

 Entire Cities and Towns
 Roads and Bridges

 Water, Gas Pipes and Electric Transmission

lines
* Railroads
* Ports
* Docks, Moorage, Houseboats
 Sewage Treatment Plants
* Farm Manure Lagoons

—
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Land Use Regulations have not
been effective in limiting urban
growth in floodplains

Riverfront trail — Summer 2008 Flooded — Winter 2008
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Infrastructure in the floodplain
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Electrical Transmission Lines in the
floodplain
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New barns flooded to rooftops
January, 2009
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Watch out for Unintended Consequences:
If you build it, they will come.

South End — New Light Rail

Everett — Sewage Treatment in Estuary
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Problems with Current Approach to Managing
Floodplains and Marine Shorelines

Regulations No State Incentive
Many conflicting Guidance Programs Not

programs T No many use them

govern — none No one is

DU e investing in new
are perfect Policy Guiding idegas

Actions

True cost of Not

repetitive loss Addressing

is not being Cumulative
taken into Effects of
account Impacts

Climate

Change will
intensify

impacts




Local government has
no money, staff or
public support to take
on this burden.

No federal agency has
authority to regulate
all floodplain issues.

Local government is

Local is the wrong scale
to address the problem.
We need ecosystem-
wide consistency in
approach.

the right place to
regulate land use in
floodplains and shore
areas.

Federal Agencies Say..... Response from Others....
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Recommendations for Action

Adopt a New Floodplain Policy Statement —
Create a Policy aligned with PS recovery

Build Support for Change here and in D.C.

Take Action - Solve urgent problems. Increase
Ecological Protection in floodplains and
nearshore areas using programs, research
and technology.

Change the Law - Reform Federal and State laws
to conform to the new Policy

21




PSP Response — Early Actions

Top Priorities:

* Army Corps Levee Standards — We need a
new approach; stop tree cutting; meet ESA.
Convene the parties for broader discussion
on solutions (e.g., Calif. approach). Start pilot.

e FEMA’s new flood insurance program
requirements — Support consistency with
ESA, BiOp RPAs and the Action Agenda . Help
local governments achieve new approach.
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Early Actions, cont.

* Create and adopt a new Floodplain
Management Policy providing guidance on

-the protection and restoration of ecological
functions in floodplains and nearshore areas
(including climate change impacts); and

-the avoidance of hazards to people and
property.
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Early Actions, cont.

 Adapt the Action Agenda strategies

- Create a strategic approach to align
floodplain management with the six PSP
goals

- Prioritize tasks and establish roles for
achieving alignment

* Address resource and technical constraints
that prevent or limit effective management
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ECB Discussion

* Do you agree with the early
actions that the PSP has
taken?

e Are there other actions we
should prioritize?



Questions or Comments?
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