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Coordinated Process for EPA Ecosystem Restoration and Protection RFPs
RE: Puget Sound Appropriation, FFY 2010

PURPOSE

The purpose of this proposal is to outline a coordinated process for the application to the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for approximately $12 million in FFY 2010 funding available
for Puget Sound restoration.

BACKGROUND
EPA recently identified approximately $12 million for FFY 2010 for Puget Sound Ecosystem
Restoration and Protection appropriations. EPA currently plans on issuing RFPs for Lead Organizations
to manage and distribute funding for the following categories of work:

o Marine and Nearshore Protection and Restoration

o Watershed Protection and Restoration;

o Toxics and Nutrients Reduction and Control;

o Pathogens Reduction and Control.

For each category, up to $3 million is available annually for a six-year scope of work to implement the
timeliest and highest priority actions in the Puget Sound Action Agenda. Yesterday, September 1, EPA
posted the details of the RFP and the brief time period to complete and submit applications.
Proposals are due to EPA on November 1, 2010.

More specific information can be found on the following websites:
http://yosemite.epa.gov/r10/ECOCOMM.NSF/Puget+Sound/ant rfp 2010
http://yosemite.epa.gov/R10/ECOCOMM.NSF/puget+sound/psaaerp rfp 2010#rfp

DESIRED OUTCOMES

The Puget Sound Partnership aims to help interested state agencies, local or and regional
governments, tribes or and other entities submit proposals that implement the most timely and
highest priorities in the Action Agenda.

The Partnership will convene meetings of interested state agencies, local or and regional
governments, tribes and other entities to:
* Review and discuss strategic concepts to implement the Action Agenda through the EPA RFP;
* Establish criteria to be utilized for evaluating proposals, including but is not limited to: RFP
alignment; Rank and priority in the Action Agenda; Cost effectiveness; and Outcomes with
measurable benefits.
* Determine the most appropriate Lead Organization for each RFP.
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PROPOSED PROCESS AND NEXT STEPS

1.

o

State agencies, local or and regional governments, tribes and representatives from other
caucuses self select and communicate to the Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) the name and
contact information of the person they would like to participate in the development of each
of the four ecosystem grant categories by COB September 8™,

On September 10, the Ecosystem Coordination Board (ECB) will receive an update on the
process, followed by a roundtable discussion. Caucus representatives are encouraged to

come prepared to share ideas on strategic concepts to implement the Action Agenda and
discuss criteria for prioritizing grant proposals.

On September 13" (Details to come) the Puget Sound Partnership will convene initial
meetings of designated caucus representatives for each grant category at the Urban Waters
Building in Tacoma. The purpose of the meeting is to:

o Review and discuss Strategic Concepts to implement the Action Agenda provided by

each caucus,

o Review and discuss criteria for prioritizing grant proposals; and

o Determine a Lead Organization for each grant category.

Once Lead Organizations have been determined, each Lead Organization will schedule and
facilitate future meetings of caucus representatives to develop the proposal to meet EPA’s
RFP objectives and write the grant application. A representative of the Puget Sound
Partnership will be an active participate throughout the process to provide expertise, ensure
alignment with the Action Agenda, and provide assistance as needed.

The Ecosystem Coordination Board, Leadership Council, Science Panel, Salmon Recovery
Council and the Governor’s Natural Resources Cabinet will receive updates at regular
scheduled meetings.



TIMELINE
September 1, 2010

September 8, 2010

September 10, 2010

September 13, 2010

September 27, 2010

October 8, 2010

October, 2010

November 1, 2010

February 1, 2011
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EPA issues RFP for Ecosystem Restoration and Protection Grants

Caucuses self-select and communicate to the Puget Sound Partnership
the name and contact information of the person they would like

to participate in the development of each of the four ecosystem grant
categories.

Update and discussion at Ecosystem Coordination Board meeting.

Puget Sound Partnership convenes initial meetings of designated caucus
representatives for each grant category at the Urban Waters Building in
Tacoma. Discuss Strategic Concepts for each RFP. Establish Lead

Organizations.

Agency directors updated at the Governor’s Natural Resources Cabinet
meeting.

Draft proposals submitted to the Puget Sound Partnership
for initial review and comments.

Lead Organizations meet with the Puget Sound Partnership, as
necessary, to finalize applications.

Proposals submitted to EPA through Grants.Gov or received in hardcopy
by U.S. EPA Region 10 by 4:00 PM PDT.

EPA Awards of funds.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

The Puget Sound Partnership staff coordinating this effort is Michael Grayum, Director of Public
Affairs. Please send Michael all requested information and contact him with any questions. He can
best be reached at: 360.725.5439 or Michael.Grayum@psp.wa.gov

*** EPA has announced the intent to award an RFP for up to S6M for an entity to manage the Action
Agenda. Martha Neuman is managing the Partnership’s application for this grant. Her contact
information is: (360) 464-2005 and martha.neuman@psp.wa.gov ***

***EPA has announced the intent to award an RFP for Tribal implementation projects consistent with
the Action Agenda. This funding would be separate from the funding previously set aside for grants to
build Tribal capacity to engage in implementation of the Puget Sound Action Agenda. Eligibility for
this RFP and its subawards will be limited to federally-recognized Puget Sound Tribes and consortia of
those Tribes. The first year funding available is S$3M. Future incremental funding is contingent on
Congressional appropriations and the performance of the Lead Organization.***



