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Marine Spatial Planning
Written Update

Prepared by: Chris Townsend

Proposed Action:  Written update only

Summary: Partnership staff have been working with the state ocean caucus, under the
leadership of Jennifer Hennessey at the Department of Ecology and Bob Nichols in the
governor’s office, to produce a report to the legislature on Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) in
Washington as required by Substitute Senate Bill 6350 (SSB 6350). A draft of the report will be
released later this month. The public will be invited to attend meetings around the Sound and
on the coast in late September to learn more about MSP in Washington and to provide
comments and suggestions on the draft report.

Background: In March 2010, the Washington State Legislature enacted state marine spatial
planning legislation, Substitute Senate Bill 6350 (SSB 6350), which was signed by Governor
Gregoire. The new law directs state agencies to develop a report with recommendations on
conducting MSP in the state through an interagency team chaired by the Governor’s office. This
report is due to the legislature by December 15, 2010.

Washington’s state law also sets forth general principles, guidelines and key elements for
developing a comprehensive MSP plan for all of Washington’s marine waters, including
recommending use priorities and limitations for adjacent federal waters. Additionally, the law
directs agencies to conduct related activities such as developing guidance on siting for
renewable energy, compiling marine spatial information, including marine spatial data into
existing plans, and working with other jurisdictions in the broader region on joint plans for
shared waters. However, the planning and other additional activities outlined by the law are
only triggered if the state receives federal or non-state funding. Washington is committed to
the health of our marine waters, working in coordination with federal, state and tribal
governments, coastal communities and stakeholders, and this state law will help Washington
identify and shape the use of marine spatial planning in a way that best works for Washington.

MSP will be incorporated as a management action in the update of the action agenda strategies
and actions and into the biennial science work plan. MSP will be considered for use to address
specific threats and to achieve specific environmental outcomes in pursuit of 2020 recovery
goals.
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