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3 '.BILL DEWEY

B n the face of the bxggest 011

spill in U.S. history in the Gulf
|8 of Mexico, our nation, more.
#l than ever; recognizes the .

" importance of the ocean to our- S

‘. there must be.adequate planning :
+to enstre aquaculture doesn’t

- negatively impact the ocean and
.is thoughtfully integrated into the

- fabric of our coastal communities
*-and seascapes. :

economy and our way of life. Itiis

B -crystal clear that taking risks with -

the health-of .

result indire’ -,

vconsequences =

‘Shelton our
- business relies .
on healthy océan waters, and we -

_ are saddened by the human and
environmental tragedy in the Gulf -
,of Mexico:

<At Taylor, we have along .

. history in this state of responsibly .-
" -cotirse for a new way to manage *

" our ocean resources, and toplan ":
.. for how we use the ocean in the -

farming shellfish and advocating

for strong ocean pretections: But

I believe we must do more to plan
~for future uses of our ocean and

. tosafeguard our shared ocean

‘resource for the benefit of all.

If we are to feed our country,
- we will need more companies
like ours that can safely farm .
seafood as a'basic source of

| theoceancan

» healthy proteln Currently 80

. percent of our country’s seafood .-

-is imported; but more of it can be .

farmed at home, which creates e
" “local jobs and reduces our .

‘. reliance on seafood imported <

from far away places. To do so,

New efforts both in

2 Washlngton D, C.,and here‘at
* home can help us do this. .

‘Since the oil spill, great - o

" progress hasbeen madeforthe . '
_.océan, The Obama administration -
" has taken an important step

in making ocean stewardship- .

..a national priority. On July 1,-
President Barack Obama 31gned

an executive order charting the .

~future. Coastal and marine spatlal
planning, as it s called, will help

" .make our ocean cleaner safer and -

- more productive for busmesses
suchasours. . .- .|
. How does 1t Work‘?

~ Coastal and marine spatial

OTHER VIEWS

plannmg removes the guesswork
from placing new facilities —and

working ground existing ones — n
U.S. waters by taking a big-picture

view of an ocean region'and .

" planning ahead for how we use 1
- »the space. e
Much like we need smart S
| planning onland to reduce’
" conflicts:and protect special -
places: like parks, coastal and .
‘marire spatial planning can do
"+ the same in the ocean,

For instance, shellfish need

clean water to thnve Butshellfish . _
. in the ocean can be lmpacted ‘
o by sources of pollution from
- development along the shoreline:
“The cumulative effects of thrs
- pollution in the ocean can wipe ..
. out the harvest from a shellfish

farm located nearby. Careful

~‘preparat10n with coastal and :
* marine spatial planning can help
. avoid these types of conflicts. -

Washington state passed

~marine spatial planmng
legislation earlier this year. -

Under.our new law, Washmgton

~will comprehenswely plan for
‘the'multiple uses of shoreline:
* and aquatic lands including-
- aquaculture, fishing, shlppmg, !

recreatlon and potentlal

= ‘renewable energy fac1ht1es —in
state waters which extendiout to

three miles off the coast.

- It’s critical that under Obarna s
: executlve order, state and federal
“ planning authontles as well as

ocean users, all work together
to ensure planmng is mtegrated

- Ocean water and ecosystems -
' know no boundaries, not even
* . ones set by people w1th the best of -
““intentions. <

<. -Theoceanis lmportant toeach
o and every one of us. It prowdes us

ur country is ready fcr stronger stewardshlp of oceans

wﬂh much of the air we breathe,

~ the food we eat and it régulates
‘our climate. As a business whose

success depends on a healthy
ocean, we urge Congress to

. pass leglslatlon that provides for
- dedicated funding for coastal and'

marine spatial planning. It is time -

~ tostep up to our responsibility to
- -protect-our'ocean resource — our
‘economy relies on it:

" Bill Dewey is director of Public Polzcy .

and Communications for Taylor
Shellﬁsh Farms near Shelton




