MARTHA KONGSGAARD CHAIR LEADERSHIP COUNCIL PUGETSOUND PARTNERSHIP

March 5, 2012

Dear colleagues,

After the announcement on Friday of his retirement, | am certain that | was not alone in needing
the length of this past weekend to more fully appreciate the enormity of Congressman Dicks’
decision to not seek a 19th term in the US Congress. The Congressman’s career has served as a
mighty and durable bridge between the powerhouse days of Maggie and Scoop and our state's
continuing tradition of formidable congressional heft. His rare appetite for bipartisan collaboration
and the power of his indigenous, authentic love for this singularly spectacular place he calls home,
Puget Sound, just might be irreplaceable.

Puget Sound has had no more powerful a friend than Norm Dicks. His legendary policy work in
Congress rejected the old fashioned historical distinctions between people and the environment,
markets and ecological health. He helped this region redefine what prosperity and growth could
look like in the 21st century and set the stage for what Jane Jacobs called a durable prosperity —a
prosperity that expresses equally our rights and responsibilities to each other in a world with a
reduced carrying capacity. This native son understood what was unique to this region of the planet
—its land ethic, its Tribal communities, its passionate environmental brain trust and its profound
entrepreneurial depth.

It seems inadequate but let me on behalf of the Puget Sound Partnership thank him for a lifetime of
deeply decent and powerful public service. We look forward to having him back on the shores of
the Salish Sea, however, where the force of his convictions can continue to help propel the effort to
save the 'troubled but treasured water' he has devoted so much of his career to. We look forward
to working with his successor whose foundational litmus test should include a commitment to
Norm’s abiding dedication to continued progress toward a restored and resilient Puget Sound, out
another 18 terms.

Best,
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Martha Kongsgaard, Chair
Leadership Council
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