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Action AreasAction Areas

•• Council required to develop strategic Council required to develop strategic 
Action AgendaAction Agenda

•• Identify actions at the regional and local Identify actions at the regional and local 
levellevel

•• Build the Agenda, in part, on existing Build the Agenda, in part, on existing 
watershed programswatershed programs



Action AreasAction Areas

•• To develop the Action Agenda, the To develop the Action Agenda, the 
Partnership is directed to work with local Partnership is directed to work with local 
entities in geographic entities in geographic ““Action AreasAction Areas””

•• These areas are to collectively encompass These areas are to collectively encompass 
all of the Puget Sound basinall of the Puget Sound basin

•• Must include uplands that drain into the Must include uplands that drain into the 
marine watersmarine waters
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•• Statute does not define areas, but lists Statute does not define areas, but lists 
seven:seven:

Strait of Juan de FucaStrait of Juan de Fuca
The San Juan IslandsThe San Juan Islands
Whidbey IslandWhidbey Island
North central Puget SoundNorth central Puget Sound
South central Puget SoundSouth central Puget Sound
South Puget SoundSouth Puget Sound
Hood CanalHood Canal



Action AreasAction Areas

How are Action Areas created?How are Action Areas created?
•• The council defines the geographic The council defines the geographic 

delineations of the Action Areas based on:delineations of the Action Areas based on:
–– the common issues and interests of the the common issues and interests of the 

entities in these action areas, entities in these action areas, 
–– the characteristics of the Sound's physical the characteristics of the Sound's physical 

structure, and structure, and 
–– the water flows into and within the Sound.the water flows into and within the Sound.
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•• After the areas are delineated, the Executive Director invites lAfter the areas are delineated, the Executive Director invites local ocal 
entities to convene entities to convene 

•• These local groups will These local groups will 
–– compile existing watershed programscompile existing watershed programs
–– identify the applicable local plan elements, projects, and identify the applicable local plan elements, projects, and 

programs,programs,
–– with estimated budget, timelines, and proposed funding sources, with estimated budget, timelines, and proposed funding sources, 
–– suitable for adoption into the action agenda. suitable for adoption into the action agenda. 

•• May include a prioritization among plan elements, projects, and May include a prioritization among plan elements, projects, and 
programs.programs.

•• The Partnership may provide assistance for development and The Partnership may provide assistance for development and 
implementation, and to improve coordination among the groups to implementation, and to improve coordination among the groups to 
improve and accelerate the implementation of the Action Agenda.improve and accelerate the implementation of the Action Agenda.
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•• Possible local plans for consideration:Possible local plans for consideration:
–– Watershed Plans (2514)Watershed Plans (2514)
–– Local Puget Sound Salmon Recovery ChaptersLocal Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Chapters
–– Limiting Factors Analysis (2496)Limiting Factors Analysis (2496)
–– Salmon Habitat Restoration Strategies (may different from the Salmon Habitat Restoration Strategies (may different from the 

above in some areas)above in some areas)
–– Shellfish Restoration StrategiesShellfish Restoration Strategies
–– Water Quality Improvement Plans (Water Quality Improvement Plans (TMDLsTMDLs))
–– Watershed Action Plans (400Watershed Action Plans (400--12) 12) 
–– Shoreline Master PlansShoreline Master Plans
–– Sewage Management Plans and ProgramsSewage Management Plans and Programs
–– Stormwater Management Plans and ProgramsStormwater Management Plans and Programs
–– Marine Resources Plans and ProgramsMarine Resources Plans and Programs
–– Other Watershed Scale Plans, Studies, Programs Other Watershed Scale Plans, Studies, Programs 
–– Conservation District ProgramsConservation District Programs



Action AreasAction Areas

•• ECB combines Action Area plans with ecosystem plans.ECB combines Action Area plans with ecosystem plans.

•• Possible ecosystem plans:Possible ecosystem plans:
–– Current PSAT CCMP and 2007Current PSAT CCMP and 2007--09 PS Plan09 PS Plan
–– Salmon Recovery Plan. Salmon Recovery Plan. 
–– Orca plan (threats and actions); Orca plan (threats and actions); 
–– Other marine species recovery plansOther marine species recovery plans
–– Upland species plansUpland species plans
–– HCPsHCPs
–– Forests and Fish AgreementForests and Fish Agreement
–– First Partnership public comments and reportsFirst Partnership public comments and reports
–– NW Straits planNW Straits plan
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•• One person from each Action Area will One person from each Action Area will 
serve on the Ecosystem Coordination serve on the Ecosystem Coordination 
BoardBoard

•• Appointed by the CouncilAppointed by the Council
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•• Process for getting to delineationProcess for getting to delineation
•• Solicit input from the public on principlesSolicit input from the public on principles
•• Letter from the ChairLetter from the Chair
•• Memo and mapsMemo and maps
•• Comments received by Aug 3Comments received by Aug 3
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•• After Aug 3, staff collect comments and After Aug 3, staff collect comments and 
develop proposed delineation optionsdevelop proposed delineation options

•• Options distributed to public for further Options distributed to public for further 
commentcomment

•• Options and public comment presented to Options and public comment presented to 
Council at August meeting for Council at August meeting for ““finalfinal””
decisiondecision
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•• Criteria and principles for considerationCriteria and principles for consideration
•• Statutory criteria:Statutory criteria:

–– the common issues and interests of the the common issues and interests of the 
entities in these action areas, entities in these action areas, 

–– the characteristics of the Sound's physical the characteristics of the Sound's physical 
structure, and structure, and 

–– the water flows into and within the Soundthe water flows into and within the Sound
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•• Other possible principlesOther possible principles
•• Help guide your deliberationHelp guide your deliberation
•• Some identified in the ChairSome identified in the Chair’’s letters letter

–– Build on positive and successful work Build on positive and successful work 
already underwayalready underway

–– Want them to selfWant them to self--organizeorganize
–– Evolutionary processEvolutionary process
















