
The Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program (ESRP) provides funding and technical 
assistance to restore Puget Sound shorelines. Created in 2006, the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife and its partners designed ESRP to provide a 
coordinated strategic and cost e!ective approach to nearshore ecosystem restoration. 

Creating self-sustaining coastal ecosystems
ESRP develops projects that restore physical processes 
(for example, the movement of tides and sediment) that 
create and maintain coastal habitats in Puget Sound, as 
recommended by current scienti"c literature. Restoration 
of coastal processes is vital to ensure that both existing 
habitats and the bene"ts of complementary restoration 
e!orts (like salmon recovery) are sustained over time in the 
face of increasing development pressures and a changing 
climate.

Producing results through collaboration
ESRP is also a model of collaboration, since the Program 
is jointly operated by the Washington Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, the Recreation and Conservation O#ce, and 
NOAA Restoration Center sta!. It re$ects how agencies 
can combine resources and share expertise to more e#ciently deliver high quality service with reduced 
administrative costs.

SUPPORTS THE ECONOMY BY CREATING JOBS IN LOCAL COMMUNITIES

ESRP funding  for restoration is broadly distributed throughout Puget Sound and supports jobs 
in multiple sectors from design and engineering to on-the-ground construction.

STIMULATES FEDERAL INVESTMENT IN PUGET SOUND RECOVERY

ESRP has been recognized by partners including PSP, Army Corps, NOAA, and USFWS, as a model 
for implementation of restoration projects of all sizes.  Our support for project development, 
aggressive development of regional strategies, and transparent competitive selection 
mechanisms is the catalyst for attracting new federal investments in Puget Sound.

RESTORES PUGET SOUND BY IMPLEMENTING THE ACTION AGENDA

ESRP’s robust and transparent technical evaluation process is informed by guidance and 
strategies from the Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project and implements the 
Puget Sound Action Agenda and salmon recovery plans.

Top Reasons to Invest in ESRP

1

2

3

For more information, contact: Betsy Lyons - ESRP Manager | t: (360) 902-2572 | e: betsy.lyons@dfw.wa.gov

Estuary & Salmon Restoration Program Fact Sheet

Skokomish River delta restoration work photo by Paul 
Cereghino, NOAA Restoration Center.
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