
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Multi-agency group partnering to help levee sponsors maintain levee safety while addressing 
natural resource needs 
 
Levee sponsors in the Puget Sound region are looking for ways to reduce the flood risk for those living 
behind levees and to protect natural resources. Federal and state agencies and King County are working 
together to develop tools for levee sponsors to meet Army Corps of Engineers levee management 
standards, protect critical habitat for fish listed under the Endangered Species Act, and meet Native 
American Treaty obligations. 
 
A working group, comprised of the Army Corps of Engineers’ Seattle District, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Federal Emergency Management Agency, Washington State 
Departments of Ecology and Fish & Wildlife, the Puget Sound Partnership and King County, is developing 
a levee management proposal focused on  the Green/Cedar River Basin.  Tools developed to support this 
proposal could be used by other levee sponsors in the region to meet levee safety and habitat goals. 
Materials from a recent levee vegetation information meeting sponsored by the working group are 
available on line at: http://www.nws.usace.army.mil  - click on “Levee Information” under “Links of 
Interest.” 
 
The regional directors of the Army Corps of Engineers, National Marine Fisheries Service, and U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service are working with local partners to pursue solutions that strive to achieve levee reliability 
requirements, the conservation and protection of habitat for salmon listed under ESA, as well as 
adherence to habitat-related obligations under Native American Treaty rights. This joint effort 
demonstrates shared commitment among agencies and local partners to pursue solutions that do not 
compromise any of these concurrent goals.  
 
“Managing levees to make sure we protect property, businesses and also help endangered salmon 
makes good sense,” said Gerry O’Keefe, executive director of the Puget Sound Partnership. “I’m 
encouraged that the federal, tribal, state, and local governments and districts are working together toward 
a solution that will work for everyone.” 
 
"Not all river systems are created equal, and standards developed for the Mississippi aren't necessarily a 
good fit for the Green, the Cedar or the Snoqualmie," said King County Executive Dow Constantine. "By 
working with state and federal agencies, we hope to have a regionally-based proposal for managing 
vegetation on our levees, one that will both protect the public and restore habitat along our major rivers."  
 
To remain eligible for participation in the Corps’ levee Rehabilitation and Inspection Program, which 
authorizes the Corps to pay most or all of approved levee repairs, levee sponsors must meet Corps 
maintenance standards.  These standards, including limits to vegetation on levees, are meant to ensure 
that levees are properly maintained to reduce flood risk to those who live and work behind them.  While 
national standards limit vegetation on levees, the Corps allows for variances to vegetation standards 
under a limited range of conditions.  The process by which a variance may be requested is under review 
by the Corps at this time. 
 
“Public safety is paramount, and we believe that levee safety standards can be achieved while providing 
for natural resources needs,” said Col. Anthony Wright, Seattle District, Army Corps of Engineers 
Commander. 
 
While the working group continues to develop products and the national process is under review, the 
Seattle District will continue to inspect levees using an existing Seattle District variance.  Levees meeting 
the current variance standards, which require levees to be accessible and inspectable, will continue to be 
eligible for the Rehabilitation and Inspection Program. 
 



The Corps has asked levee sponsors to consider the Corps’ most recent levee inspection results and 
develop a plan to maintain the levees to the Seattle District variance in order to retain eligibility for those 
levees that levee sponsors want to keep active in the Corps’ Rehabilitation and Inspection Program. 
 
While a levee rated as “unacceptable” for eligibility in the Corps’ Rehabilitation and Inspection Program is 
not eligible for post-flood-fight rehabilitation assistance from the Corps, eligible levees can receive up to 
80 percent federal funding for repairs to non-federally constructed levees and 100 percent federal funding 
for federally constructed levees.  In the past decade the Seattle District has provided $65 million worth of 
rehabilitation work to participating levee sponsors. 
 
Levee sponsors may request flood fight assistance from the Corps during flooding regardless of their 
levees’ eligibility in the Rehabilitation and Inspection Program.   
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For additional information contact: 
 
Corps of Engineers, Patricia Graesser, Patricia.c.graesser@usace.army.mil   (206) 764-3760 
Washington State Department of Ecology, Curt Hart, curt.hart@ecy.wa.gov  360-407-6990 
FEMA, Mike Howard, Mike.Howard@fema.gov    (425) 487-4610 
King County, Doug Williams, doug-media.williams@kingcounty.gov  206-296-8304 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Doug Zimmer, Douglas_zimmer@fws.gov  (360) 753-4370  
NOAA, Katherine Cheney, Katherine.Cheney@noaa.gov   503-213-6730 
Puget Sound Partnership, Susan Zemek, susan.zemek@psp.wa.gov  (360) 489-2112 
WDFW, Darren Friedel, Darren.friedel@dfw.wa.gov    360-902-2256 
 
 


